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in the light of Naive Optimism, to be a mere semblance which,
at a closer approach, proves to be a manifestation of harmony.
In fact, events both in human life and in nature are linked
harmoniously with each other. The Cosmos is harmonious
and perfect.

The antithesis of the outlook just described is that of
Pessimism. Instead of saying c Yes,' the pessimist replies to
the question of confidence with a very distinct No! He does
not place confidence in the flow of events in the world. He
does not * believe.9 His negative reply is to be found in all
partial domains of the question of confidence. In the Theory
of Knowledge, such an attitude is called sceptical, that is to
say, expressing a general, all-pervading doubt.

What is truth? There exists no truth, since there exists no
certainty in acquiring definite knowledge and there can be
none. Much of what we believe to be true has already proved
to be but an illusion. We never know how far illusion reaches.
We are unable to place confidence in our ability to acquire
knowledge, since there can be no final control beyond our own
means of acquiring it. We possess no other means, and we
cannot leave the framework of the organization of our know-
ledge.

In the religious domain, pessimism mostly takes the shape
of Atheism: there is no inner meaning in the flow of events
in our world. A blind will runs amok. There is no planning,
no element of reason, and there is no God!

The findings of the pessimist in the domain of Ethics are
that man only strives for the satisfaction of his lust. He does
what carries with it a^greater measure of lust. He is not free,
but a slave of his own desires and passions, and cannot, there-
fore, be held responsible for his actions. Values are but
fictions. There exist no values at all, and there exists no
ethical will. Ethics themselves are, therefore, non-existent.

These are the two opposite poles on the scale ranging
between Optimism and Pessimism, Between the * Yes * of the